
“I welcome this resource in the hope that churches are encouraged to screen the
People’s Emergency Briefing, and feel able to unite with others and par�cipate in

much needed ac�on to care for crea�on.”
Rt Rev Bishop John Arnold, Bishop of Salford and lead Bishop for Environment for the Roman Catholic

Bishops' Conference of England and Wales

“I encourage churches to invite their wider community and show this film – it’s a
wake up for us all. Its message to care for climate, people, nature is so urgently

needed, not least so that we might live and act as Jesus would have us be.”
Rt Rev Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich and lead Bishop for Environment for the Church of England
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Why should your church host a screening?

Introduction
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The Church has historically played an important role at �mes of na�onal crisis. From providing much
needed pastoral care, being a place of refuge as well as challenging the government of the day on
issues of jus�ce and morality.

The climate crisis is both a global threat and a na�onal one and, as the film makes clear, it affects
every aspect of society, from health and wellbeing to food and na�onal security. There is clear
evidence that emergency ac�on will strengthen our na�onal and economic resilience and improve
lives. The Na�onal Emergency Briefing is designed to help create a societal �pping point towards the
genuine emergency ac�on now needed.

The Na�onal Emergency Briefing (NEB) calls on the UK government to give a na�onal televised
briefing on the climate and nature crisis followed by a na�onal emergency response of the kind we
saw in WWII, which experts agree is needed to address the full scale of the crisis.

A Westminster event was held in November 2025. It featured leading experts who briefed an invited
audience of over 1,200 poli�cians and leaders from business, culture, faith, sport and the media. The
briefing set out the implica�ons of climate and nature breakdown for health, food systems, na�onal
security and the economy.

A compelling documentary film, the People’s Emergency Briefing, has since been produced. It
contains footage of that event and is being screened across the na�on at civic centres, cinemas,
community halls and churches. It aims to support a parliamentary call for a televised briefing and
educate people of the full scale of the crisis and show what the response needs to be.
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Check out the NEB screening guidance

Hosting a community screening
The primary aim is to engage as many people as possible with the facts about the climate crisis and
ways we can respond. Churches are well placed to host these screenings and we strongly encourage
you to explore the excellent resources available from NEB along with their facilita�on guidance.
Alongside those, here are some sugges�ons for churches hos�ng the community:

• Ensure people receive a warm welcome and a posi�ve experience of church - this might be the
first �me some walk into a church building.

• In order to maximise the opportunity you might consider offering refreshments, having a strong
volunteer presence, strategically place church members in the discussion groups and use the
opportunity to promote other community events you may be holding.

• Think about who will host the event and if you are having a public discussion / Q and A
a�erwards, ensure it is effec�vely chaired by a competent facilitator.

• If you have your MP or Council representa�ve there, try to ensure they are shielded from people
who may wish to use the opportunity to target or lobby them. This is not a hus�ngs event and
MPs and poli�cians are invited to the viewing to par�cipate like other members of the public.
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The Church is collec�vely the largest civil organisa�on in the country and therefore we have an
important role to play. As Chris�ans our concern is underpinned not just by the threat to our own
interests but by core Chris�an principles of caring for God’s crea�on, Jesus’ command to love one
another and responding to human need.

While the climate crisis will affect all of us, it is important to remember it is the poorest communi�es
in the world who are most impacted and least equipped to deal with the consequences. The NEB
aims to further strengthen global ac�on through the leadership of the UK’s response.
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Hosting a screening for a church audience
The film is a powerful and poten�ally shocking revela�on about what is happening to God’s crea�on.
It is vital that as many people as possible are given the opportunity to watch and be�er understand
what is happening, but as people of faith you may want to offer a space for spiritual reflec�on.

If your screening is public, open and available for the wider community, you may want to offer a
separate occasion a�er the screening, to allow those with faith to process and reflect in fellowship
with others. Or if you choose to host a screening purely for the local church community in the first
instance, you might want the follow-up discussion to encourage �me spent in prayer, lament,
confession and with Scripture as part of the response to what people have watched and heard. The
NEB facilitators guide is excellent, so please see the sugges�ons below as supplementary and/or
suppor�ve, rather than alterna�ve content.

Here are some ideas to help you facilitate a screening or follow-up occasion with a faith audience in
mind:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tb6CRT4luOzpBY1f9gAhHFYrPpFndCdk0H2LI8YVB6U/mobilebasic
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRrwz-6v_hKj4QkXEiZQr2sGa8zgSiZrTDgHGreoTERsorHGGjxKouNkR_yVfCMxgQEQjzyzDV4J0hU/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g37f289e6d71_0_0


Creation Care Prayers by C of E

Prayer Resources by Pray and Fast for the Climate

Further helpful resources:

Doxecology by ResoundWorship

Lament and Hope by Revd Jon Swales

https://www.climateintercessors.org/prayer-of-repentance
https://www.climateintercessors.org/prayer-of-repentance
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/9-prayers-leeds-diocese.pdf
https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/resources/
https://www.resoundworship.org/projects/doxecology
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MFh3d1brHOOJR7Qaa-P4FL6j-HAZMxiS/view


Next Steps

Promotional Resources
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Parish Magazine Article template

Wording for PCC or Church Council

The recommended next step from NEB is to arrange a follow up mee�ng one to two weeks a�er the
screening as well as some addi�onal ac�ons you could explore as a church. See the Next Steps sec�on
on the NEB website for more informa�on.

Further to this and to get your church talking about the climate and nature crises you might want to
explore the following organisa�ons and resources:

Green Chris�an
Live Simply by CAFOD
Church of England Environment Programme
Opera�on Noah
Joint Public Issues Team
Eco Church by A Rocha UK
Climate Campaign by Tearfund
Hope for the Future
Zero Hour Campaign

There are a number of promo�onal resources on the NEB website.

Green Chris�an have produced some addi�onal resources which may be helpful for a church se�ng:

A Grief Circle by Green Christian

Care of Creation Prayers by CAFOD

https://greenchristian.org.uk/the-peoples-emergency-briefing-comes-to-your-town/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gX0qFxSAa8-h04W9p3FZUq1JYImTdDHyVsEfjgjRE_A/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.nebriefing.org/next-steps
https://greenchristian.org.uk/introduction/resources/
https://cafod.org.uk/campaign/livesimply-award
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/church-england-environment-programme
https://operationnoah.org
https://jpit.uk/issues/environment
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
https://hftf.org.uk/working-with-organisations
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/climate-campaign
https://hftf.org.uk/working-with-organisations
https://hftf.org.uk/
https://www.zerohour.uk
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRv5rPgLAoGle3uW4qJ3chFo2KNNJYksl_pL2VwYywk4go0lbLOAdoiZG-0VsB_E68fGbBZrL52FlBW/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g3bfc97a89f3_0_1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZMkPyGu01H_XX6IXDogLGMA7yGJCAZAu/edit#heading=h.cmik0oraodb4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZMkPyGu01H_XX6IXDogLGMA7yGJCAZAu/edit#heading=h.cmik0oraodb4
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/care-of-creation-prayers
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“The posi�ve response from churches to the invita�on to host and facilitate
engagement with the Na�onal Emergency Briefing reflects a deep concern with the
ways in which climate breakdown is impac�ng our local communi�es and the whole
of humanity and a desire to develop collabora�ve responses that make best use of
the experience, exper�se and resources of a diverse range of partners, in shared

recogni�on of the urgency of the challenges.”
Dr Nicola Brady, General Secretary of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
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